Assessment of a prototype battery operated wax-knife for domiciliary and surgery use.
The aims of this study were to examine a prototype battery operated wax-knife, assess the extent to which manufacturer's claims have been achieved and determine its potential for clinical use. The mean time required for the wax-knife to achieve an operating temperature of 150 degrees C was 20.2(+/-4.3) s. The mean operating temperature of the ceramic blade was 155.4(+/-3.9) degrees C, range 150 degrees C to 162 degrees C. The mean usage time following full battery recharge was 42 (+/-2) minutes. The wax-knife provided a direct heating tool which retained many of the characteristics of the traditional wax-knife and was suitable for use in the surgery and in domiciliary situations.